In May, 2009 Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess Akishino visited Hungary on the occasion of the "Japan-Danube Friendship Year 2009" to celebrate the 140th anniversary of the Japanese-Hungarian diplomatic relations and the 50th anniversary of recontact.


As a part of their official programme they visited to Kecskemét on the 17th May, 2009. The preparational work of Mr. József Király, the President of the Kecskemét-Aomori (Hungarian-Japanese) Friendship Association (he is the President of the Hungarian Nanbudo Federation as well) played an important role in the implementation of the official visit. 

This year has a special importance for the Friendship Association as the partnership agreement with Aomori City was signed 15 years ago, therefore they wished to join the series of  national memorial celebrations this way. After the Mayor's greeting at the City Hall and a short walk in the Main Square of Kecskemét Their Imperial Highnesses visited to Hakkoda Dojo to inaugurate the martial arts centre. After the celebration the Nanbudokas of the Free Line Sports Association - led by Doshu-Soke Yoshinao Nanbu invited to Kecskemét by Mr. József Király especially for this noble occasion - gave a short Nanbudo demonstration. Then the Imperial Couple had a brief talking with the invited representatives of different Japanese martial arts and the members of the Friendship Association. The visit to the dojo was integrated in the official programme because civilian work - that is maintaining friendly cooperations and filling it with real values – is extremely important for the Japanese Imperial Dynasty.

On the day following the official visit an exclusive reception was organized at the Residence of the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan in Budapest. Besides those people who took great efforts in order to promote Japanese-Hungarian relations, the Hungarian President Mr. László Sólyom was also invited to this event. At the reception Mr. József Király had the honour of meeting His Imperial Highness Prince Akishino again and could talk with him a few words. The Prince was interested in and inquiring about Nanbudo.


Hakkoda Dojo - dreamed, designed, constructed and financed by Mr. József Király and his building industrial company Free Line Ltd. - provides opportunity to more than 300 sports fans for practising different martial arts including Nanbudo, Aikido, Ju-Jitsu, Thai-Box and Capoeira. The high standard, Japanese style, martial art "sanctuary" gives home for not only combat sports but also events popularizing Far Eastern culture.


Mr. József Király (5th dan) sincerely hopes that the official delegation of Aomori City coming to Kecskemét on the Day of the City (2nd October, 2009) will visit the new dojo especially because it is named after the Hakkoda Mountain of the Japanese partner city of Kecskemét.
